PROVISO 117.55

117.55. (GP: Assessment Audit / Crime Victim Funds) If the State Auditor finds that any county
treasurer, municipal treasurer, county clerk of court, magistrate, or municipal court has not properly
allocated revenue generated from court fines, fines, and assessments to the crime victim funds or has
not properly expended crime victim funds, pursuant to Sections 14-1-206(B)(D), 14-1-207(B)(D), 14-1-
208(B)(D), and 14 1-211(B) of the 1976 Code, the State Auditor shall notify the State Office of Victim
Assistance. The State Office of Victim Assistance is authorized to conduct an audit which shall include
both a programmatic review and financial audit of any entity or non-profit organization receiving victim
assistance funding based on the referrals from the State Auditor or complaints of a specific nature
received by the State Office of Victim Assistance to ensure that crime victim funds are expended in
accordance with the law. Guidelines for the expenditure of these funds shall be developed by the Victim
Services Coordinating Council. The Victim Services Coordinating Council shall develop these guidelines
to ensure any expenditure which meets the parameters of Article 15, Chapter 3, Title 16 is an allowable
expenditure. Any local entity or non-profit organization that receives funding from revenue generated
from crime victim funds is required to submit their budget for the expenditure of these funds to the
State Office of Victim Assistance within thirty days of the budget’s approval by the governing body of the
entity or non-profit organization. Failure to comply with this provision shall cause the State Office of
Victim Assistance to initiate a programmatic review and a financial audit of the entity’s or non-profit
organization’s expenditures of victim assistance funds. Additionally, the State Office of Victim
Assistance will place the name of the non-compliant entity or non-profit organization on their website
where it shall remain until such time as they are in compliance with the terms of this proviso. Any entity
or non-profit organization receiving victim assistance funding must cooperate and provide
expenditure/program data requested by the State Office of Victim Assistance. If the State Office of
Victim Assistance finds an error, the entity or non-profit organization has ninety days to rectify the error.
An error constitutes an entity or non-profit organization spending victim assistance funding on
unauthorized items as determined by the State Office of Victims Assistance. If the entity or non-profit
organization fails to cooperate with the programmatic review and financial audit or to rectify the error
within ninety days, the State Office of Victim Assistance shall assess and collect a penalty in the amount
of the unauthorized expenditure plus $1,500 against the entity or non-profit organization for improper
expenditures. This penalty plus $1,500 must be paid within thirty days of the notification by the State
Office of Victim Assistance to the entity or non-profit organization that they are in non-compliance with
the provisions of this proviso. All penalties received by the State Office of Victim Assistance shall be
credited to the General Fund of the State. If the penalty is not received by the State Office of Victim
Assistance within thirty days of the notification, the political subdivision will deduct the amount of the
penalty from the entity or non-profit organization’s subsequent fiscal year appropriation.



